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FTIL STRIKE: Day 55 


FTII Students’ strike entered the day 55. Today we held a press conference in Delhi to brief 
about our Delhi protest which happened on 3 August. Since, it was the first interaction that we 
had with the Delhi media; we started it briefing our issues and concerns. The protest in Delhi 
had a great impact with a huge number of supporters gathered at Jantar Mantar and with the 
presence of eminent artists, film makers, academicians, and politicians like Sanjay Kak, Rahul 
Roy, Sameera Jain, Kavita Krishnan, R V Ramani, Anirban Dutta, Paresh Kamdar, Apoorvanand, 
M K Raina, Raj Babbar, Anand(P Sachidanandan), K C Tyagi, A Sampath, Binoy Vishwam and 
many more. We were also joined by different students’ groups and organizations like Asmita 
theatre group, Players, Disha, AISA, SFI, NSUI, and KYS at Jantar Mantar. There were protests 
happened parallel to this at different parts of the country in support of our cause. 


Yesterday, three students’ representatives had a short but fruitful meeting with the Delhi Chief 
Minister Shri. Arvind Kejriwal. He extended his full support to the students and the cause for 
which we are fighting. 


We are gaining more and more support every day all across the country after the Delhi protest. 
Hence, we continue our campaigning at different campuses in Delhi to interact with the 
students. A group of students visited Ambedkar University and Delhi College as part of it. Today 
Education Parliament was held at Jantar Mantar. Over 300 students, academicians and teachers 
from various universities across India like Banaras University, Lucknow University, JNU etc 
were part of it. Prof. Anil Sadgopal was the spokesperson for this event. Students’ 
representatives from FTII as well as all the other colleges shared their issues and concerns. 


The International Centre for Ethnic Studies (ICES) organized a seminar series called ‘Justice 
Project’ at India International Centre (IIC) in partnership with ‘Aakar’ India. This seminar series 
is aimed to build a series of dialogues across five countries, through films and research papers 
that will map a range of contests on the idea and practices of justice as they take shape in 
different sites of South Asia. Around 50 people including artists, activists, filmmakers and 
students participated in this program. Notable among them were Sanjay Kak, Sudha Bharadway 
and Rahul Bose. Student representatives from FTII also presented their case at the platform and 
which is then followed by a healthy discussion. 


Tomorrow, at Spm, 'Vihaan Sanskritic Manch' is conducting an interactive session in association 
with Disha Students organization for struggling students and alumni of FTII with intellectuals, 
cultural activists, journalists, students and others at Hindi Bhawan, 11, Vishnu Digambar Marg, 
Rouse Avenue, Near Bal Bhawan, New Delhi. 
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